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Banding waterfowl 

• Aluminum metal bands
• Unique ID number 
• www.reportband.gov

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why do we band waterfowl?Which species do we band?Research that banding data contributes to.Wing ID – very basic this time…an overview of the wing parts and maybe 3-5 species at most to highlight.

http://www.reportband.gov/


Why band waterfowl?

• Track Migration 

Canada Geese Recovered 
in Delaware





Why band waterfowl?

• Harvest and 
survival rates



How do we band waterfowl?

• Swim-in traps

• Rocket nets

• Night-lighting 



Auxiliary markers

• Neck bands or colored leg bands



Auxiliary markers 

• Transmitters



Auxiliary markers 

• Reward bands



Auxiliary markers

• Web tags



What species do we band?

• Pre-season 



Why band wood ducks? 

• No surveys over their whole breeding range 
• Difficult to count them from the air

• Potential biological removal
• Estimates maximum rate of removal (kill rate)

• Banding and recoveries are used to estimate 
the kill rate

• Monitor if we are within the allowable levels



What species do we band?

• Post-season



Why Band Black Ducks?

• International Black Duck Harvest Strategy
• Survival Rates 

• See how changes in the harvest rates affect changes in 
survival

• Pre- and post-season banding 



But…we band any duck that we trap



Wood duck box nest monitoring



Wood duck box nest monitoring



Contributions to research:

• Migration 
• Harvest/Survival Rates 
• Age Ratios
• Sex ratios 
• Life-span
• Population estimates
• And much more! 



Wing ID



Why wing ID is important…

• Banding 

• Wingbee





Juvenile vs. Adult feathers 
Adult: broad and round tipped, no 

wear
Juvenile: overall “pointier”, 

thinner, more frayed and worn









Canada geese 
• Adults: black, rounded wing tips 

• Juvenile: notched tail feathers and/or pointy wing tips that are 
brownish and worn



Questions?
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