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GAMEBIRDS OF DELAWARE



GAMEBIRD USE OF PASTURELANDS

UPLAND GAMEBIRDS

PRIMARY HABITAT FOR ANNUAL LIFE CYCLE

• COURTSHIP DISPLAYS

• NESTING

• BROOD REARING

• ESCAPE COVER

• PREDATORS

• WEATHER

MIGRATORY BIRDS

MOURNING DOVES

• NESTING

• FEEDING

AMERICAN WOODCOCK

• COURTSHIP DISPLAYS

WATERFOWL

• NESTING

• FEEDING

• LOAFING



WATERFOWL



FLYWAYS

Atlantic Flyway



DETERMINING AGE & SEX

• GENERAL APPEARANCE

• DUCKS, MOST SEXUALLY DIMORPHIC

• GEESE AND SWANS MONOMORPHIC

• FEATHERS

• WING

• KEY BY SAMUEL CARNEY HTTP://WWW4.NCSU.EDU/~CSDEPERN/DOCUMENTS/WATERFOWLWINGS.PDF

• WINGBEE

• EXAMINATIONS

• CLOACAL EXAM

• INTERNAL EXAM

http://www4.ncsu.edu/~csdepern/documents/WaterfowlWings.pdf


PARTS OF A DUCK



SWANS



Trumpeter
Endangered (rare)

Red on lower mandible

Tundra
Yellow markings on 

the lores

Mute
Orange bill and black

knob on forehead

• Non-native, from Europe

• Pest species

• People keep as pets and 

escape/release

• Very aggressive

Submerged Aquatic 

Vegetation (SAV) is primary 

food source

Adapted to field feeding as 

SAVs declined

Eat primarily tubers and 

rhizomes



GEESE



Canada goose

Grazers (think lawnmowers)

Extensive use of Agricultural 

lands to feed

Resident populations 

considered a nuisance



Snow goose

Grubbers (pulls out plants)

Extensive use of Agricultural  

lands to feed

Nuisance species because 

their populations are 

overabundant



DUCKS

Dabbling Ducks Diving Ducks 

Can anyone guess how either group utilizes pasturelands 

throughout their annual life cycle?



Dabbling ducks vs. Diving ducks

Position while swimming

Dabbling ducks

Tail above water Tail flat with water

Diving ducks



Position while standing

Legs closer to rumpLegs closer to mid-body

Dabbling ducks vs. Diving ducks

Dabbling ducks Diving ducks



Wood Duck
Most colorful 

duck species

Straight-line

Dark tertials

Overall blue

Male

Female

White eye ring

Tear-drop 

Red-purple 

Colored tertials



Mallard

Male

Female Orange bill

Brown body

White extends 

into tertials

Green Head, 

yellow bill

Gray body, brown 

breast

No white in tertials

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=JumHigGOYPTBGM&tbnid=a0TQUCD3ed_jPM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.123rf.com/photo_8435340_profile-of-female-mallard-duck-with-white-flower-against-blue-lake.html&ei=byxTUaekJpLg8wST14G4Cg&bvm=bv.44342787,d.eWU&psig=AFQjCNEaDKu5zo8s0tol1sihg2_6KjDNCQ&ust=1364491715998675


American Black Duck

Male

Female

Monotypic

Bright yellow-

olive bill

Purple-blue 

speculum

No white bars

Drab olive bill



Northern Pintail

Male

Female

Overall gray bird 

with brown head

Buffy edge

Black and white 

tertials

White to buffy edge

Dots on feathers in 

upper coverts move 

to middle of feather



American Green-winged Teal

Male

Female

White Stripe on flank

Green speculum

Defined color 

change in tertials

Light edged 

tertials

White to buff 

coverts



Female

Male

Gadwall
Overall gray, black 

rump

“Square” shape 

head

Chestnut shoulder 

patch

White speculum



American Wigeon

Male

Female

Reddish overall

Green eye stripe

White-cream 

head

Small blueish-

gray bill

White shoulder 

patch

Black/green 

speculum



Female

Male

Northern Shoveler

Green head

White breast, 

chestnut flank

Blue shoulder, 

white coverts, 

and green 

speculum

White rachis



Female

Male

Blue-winged Teal

Grayish-blue 

head

White 

crescent 

behind bill

Blue shoulder, 

white coverts, 

and green 

speculum



What ways do I use pasturelands?



Which wing belongs to which species?



What species am I?

How do I use pasturelands?



Which wing belongs to which species?



What am I?

Hybrid wing 

darker overall 

more black

Tell me the 

sex of both 

these wings



Which wing belongs to which species?



How do I use pasturelands?



UPLAND GAMEBIRDS



Wild Turkey

5 subspecies

Eastern

Oceola

Rio Grand

Merriam’s

Gould’s

State extirpated in early 1900’s

Reintroduced 1984 – early 

2000’s

First hunting season: 1991



Age and Sex

Tom Jake Hen



Northern Bobwhite

FemaleMale



Atlantic brant

Sea goose species

Feeds primarily on eel 

grass and other SAVs



DIVING DUCKS



Female

Canvasback

Male

Dark, wedge shaped bill

Red head, dark breast, white back

Males have red eye



Female
Male

Redhead

light, blue bill with black tip

Red head, dark breast, gray back

Males have yellow eye



Lesser Greater

Scaup

Common name is 

“blue bills”

Black grey and 

white overall

Lessers have more 

pointed heads, 

greaters are more 

round

White face patch 

behind bill on 

females

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=KVJfnSQqNAln7M&tbnid=vfqBxi1hwvbSqM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.birdzilla.com/bird-identification/id-skill-development/id-challenges.html&ei=2SpTUYW0L4668wT05oHgDA&bvm=bv.44342787,d.eWU&psig=AFQjCNFeC4PmLNL7medihcs9YJAyo-bVww&ust=1364491344224428


White extends into primaries



Male

Ring-necked duck

Female

Overall black and white, gray sides and black back

White edging and ring on bill

“Nike swoosh” pattern on back



Male Female

Bufflehead

Overall black and white

Iridescent on head on male

White wedge on the back of the head

White cheek patch on the females



Male Female

Hooded Merganser

Both sexes have crests



Winter Summer

Male Female

Long-tailed Duck



Male Female

Surf Scoter



Black Scoter

Male Female


