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Delaware

• 1.2 million acres

• Approx. 1/3 forested
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• Clean air and water

• Moderate temperatures

• Erosion control

• Wildlife habitat

• Recreation

• Hunting

• Forest products

• Carbon storage/sequestration
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Related image

Forests are 

recognized as a 

vital part of our 

society’s essential 

INFRASTRUCTURE
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High tree diversity because Delaware is in a

floral transition zone between:

• Northern hardwoods

• Southern forest types

• Loblolly pine

• Southern hardwoods

• Bottomland hardwoods

• Cypress swamps

Delaware Nature Society



Delaware State Forests
 “Discover the Hidden Beauty”

Delaware Nature Society



Blackbird State Forest
 6,031 acres near Townsend - New Castle Co. 

  Taber State Forest
   1,323 acres in southwestern - Kent Co.

    Redden State Forest
   14,009 acres N of Georgetown - Sussex Co.
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  21,363 Total Acres



Blackbird

State Forest
northwest of Smyrna

6,031 total acres

1,660 acres of cropland

mixed hardwoods

eastern white pine

loblolly pine

vernal pools

trail system



Naudain Tract

vernal pools and 

Ambystomid 

salamanders



southwest of Harrington

1,323 total acres

432 acres of cropland

mixed hardwoods

loblolly pine

primitive lands

Taber 

State Forest



Trice Tract

dozens of shallow 

pools created for 

wildlife habitat



Redden 

State Forest
north of Georgetown

14,009 total acres

176 acres of cropland

loblolly pine management

mixed hardwoods

historical
structures



Jester 

       Tract

Quality Deer 

Management



5,000 acres cut per year prior to 2008

2,500 acres per year after 2008
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Figure 2. Acres by land cover type in Delaware, 1982–2017.

Source: USDA NRCS 2017 National Resoucres Inventory Summary Report.
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Figure 3. Delaware forest acres by county, 1986–2018.

Source: U.S. Forest Service Forest Inventory and Analysis.
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Table 1. Delaware forest acres.

Year Acres (x 1,000)

1907 350

1920 351

1938 423

1953 454

1963 392

1977 392

1986 389

1999 382

2008 352

2012 348

2016 355

2018 359
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Figure 10. Net volume of trees in Delaware for all diameter classes, 1957–2018.

Source: U.S. Forest Service Forest Inventory and Analysis.
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Figure 12. Live-tree biomass (trees at least 1 inch dbh) on forestland by diameter class, 2008–2018.

Source: U.S. Forest Service Forest Inventory and Analysis.
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Figure 14. Sawtimber volume in board feet (1/4-inch rule), 1957–2018.

Source: U.S. Forest Service Forest Inventory and Analysis.
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Figure 21. Annual softwood growth and removals, 1959–2018.

Source: U.S. Forest Service Forest Inventory and Analysis.
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Figure 22. Annual hardwood growth and removals, 1959–2018.

Source: U.S. Forest Service Forest Inventory and Analysis.
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Figure 35. Wood removals in Delaware, 1999, 2008 and 2018.

Source: U.S. Forest Service Forest Inventory and Analysis.
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Figure 23. Annual mortality of growing-stock trees (at least 5 inches dbh), 2008–2018.
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Figure 24. Number of high-value growing-stock trees (at least 5 inches dbh), 2008–2018.
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Figure 26. Number of growing-stock trees (at least 5 inches dbh) for declining species, 2008–2018.
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Figure 5. Protected forestland in Delaware.
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Delaware Statewide Forest Strategy

Issues

 Threats

  Opportunities
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Delaware Priority Forestry Issues

1. Forest Health and Functionality



2. Forest Markets Title 7, Chapter 60

“Incinerator Law”



3. Sustainable Forest Management



4. Public Awareness and 
       Appreciation of Forests



A new Strategy Matrix for 2020 . . . . . . .
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Implementation goals/strategies to 
improve carbon sequestration/storage:

• Avoid conversion to non-forest uses

• Reforestation and afforestation projects

• Increase number of stewardship plans

• Maintain updated forest inventories

• Constantly monitor forest threats statewide

• Develop forest products industry in Delaware

• Expand urban and community tree canopy
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Forest Legacy
 Assessment of Need
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Forestland Preservation 
Program

Delaware Nature Society

A Preservation District is a ten-

year, voluntary agreement where 

landowners agree to continue to 

use their land for agricultural 

purposes only. Landowners with 

forested tracts can also enroll 

their properties as a Forestland 

Preservation Area through the 

Forestland Preservation Program.
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Delaware 
Open Space Program



Don’t panic, plan for the future . . . . .





Questions?

Michael A. Valenti

Outreach & Site Director

Abbott’s Mill Nature Center
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