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Days after publishing research that found global warming had boosted the risk of fast-

growing California wildfires by 25%, scientist and lead author Patrick T. Brown announced 

that he’d withheld the full truth to maximize the article’s chances of being published in the 

journal Nature.

"The paper I just published—Climate warming increases extreme daily wildfire growth risk 

in California—focuses exclusively on how climate change has affected extreme wildfire 

behavior. I knew not to try to quantify key aspects other than climate change in my research 

because it would dilute the story that prestigious journals like Nature and its rival, Science, 

want to tell," wrote Brown, co-director of the climate and energy team at the Breakthrough 

Institute, in Berkeley.

Brown also wrote that he'd selected a metric and timeframe to study that weren't the most 

useful but generated the largest numbers quantifying the impact of climate change.

Brown wrote that the study didn't look at poor forest management and other factors that are 

just as, if not more, important to fire behavior because "I knew that it would detract from the 

clean narrative centered on the negative impact of climate change and thus decrease the 

odds that the paper would pass muster with Nature's editors and reviewers." He added such 

bias in climate science "misinforms the public" and "makes practical solutions more difficult 

to achieve."



A sweeping federal court ruling in 1991 closed 

much of the Northwest woods to logging.



Thirtymile Fire 2001



Thirtymile Fire 2001



Thirtymile Fire 2001



Thirtymile Fire 2001

2:1 Work/Rest Ratio



U.S. Forest Service & 
Department of the Interior (2010)

In 2010, working with the Department of the Interior, the Forest Service engaged the entire wildland fire 
community in developing a joint long-term National Cohesive Wildland Fire Management Strategy. We 
brought together federal, tribal, state, and local governments and nongovernmental organizations to 
develop a shared national approach—a national blueprint for building synergies in wildland fire 
management. Our strategy has three main goals:

1. Restore fire-adapted natural communities. 

2.  Create fire-adapted human communities by treating fuels in the wildland/urban interface and by 
helping people adopt planning and building practices that make homes and communities safer 
from wildfire.

3. Make safe, effective, risk-based wildfire management decisions. Many of America’s landscapes 
evolved with fire; sooner or later, they will burn. Fire protection requires an appropriate 
response to wildfire—not only suppression, but also, where safe and beneficial, the use of fire 

for management purposes. We need to learn to live with fire.





Source: NIFC (National Interagency Fire Center, Boise, Idaho)









“. . . . . the study didn't look at poor forest 

management and other factors that are 

just as, if not more, important to fire 

behavior because I knew that it would 

detract from the clean narrative centered 

on the negative impact of climate change 

and thus decrease the odds that the paper 

would pass muster with Nature's editors 

and reviewers.”







https://www.drroyspencer.com/





Avoid panic, practice sound and sustainable forest 
management, educate the public, and maintain 
vigilance for fires near valued resources.

“Fire is a wonderful servant,
  but a terrible master.”



Questions?
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