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Wildland Firefight

ildland Firefighting Crew
Fire, 1-16 August 2000 é
‘Idaho (Drop Point 60) ¥

{ -

Delaware Wildland Firefighting Crew
Derby Fire, 26 August - 11 September 2006
Gallatin National Forest, Montana

Delaware Wildland Firefighting Crew
Cavity Lake Fire, 20 July - 5 August 2006
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness
Superior National Forest, Minnesota
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Mann Gulch Five, 13 deaths South Canyon Fire, 14 deaths Esperanza Five, 5 deaths
Montana 1949 Colorado 1994 Idaho 2003 California 2006
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STANDARD FIRE FIGHTING ORDERS
. Keep informed on FIRE WEATHER

S

10.

conditions and forecasts.

Know what your FIRE is DOING at all
times; observe personally, use scouts.
Base all action on current and expected

BEHAVIOR of FIRE.
Have ESCAPE ROUTES for everyone
and make them known.

Post a LOOKOUT when there is
possible danger.

Be ALERT, keep CALM, THINK
clearly, ACT decisively.

Maintain prompt COMMUNICATION
with your men, your boss, and adjoining
forces.

Give clear INSTRUCTIONS and be
sure they are understood.

Maintain CONTROL of your men at
all times.

Fight fire aggressively but provide for
SAFETY first.
5100-16

18 "WATCH OUT!" SITUATIONS

1. Fire not scouted and sized up.

2. Fire in terrain not seen in daylight.

3. Safety zones and escape routes not identified.

4. Unfamiliar with weather and local factors affecting fire
behavior. |

5. Uninformed on strategies, tactics, and hazards.

6. Instructions and assignments are not clear.

7. No communication link with crew members or supervisor.
8. Constructing a fireline without a safe anchor point.

9. Constructing a fireline downhill, with fire below.

10. Attempting a frontal assault on a fire.

~ 11. Unburned fuel between you and your fire.

12. Cannot see the main fire, and no contact with anyone who
can.

- 13. On a hillside where rolling material can ignite fuels below.

14. Weather becoming hotter and drier.

15. Wind increases or changes in direction.

16. Getting frequent spot fires across the fireline.
17. Terrain and fuels make escape to safety zones difficult.
18. Taking nap near the firfline.




Days after publishing research that found global warming had boosted the risk of fast-
growing California wildfires by 25%, scientist and lead author Patrick T. Brown announced
that he’d withheld the full truth to maximize the article’s chances of being published in the
journal Nature.

"The paper | just published—Climate warming increases extreme daily wildfire growth risk
in California—focuses exclusively on how climate change has affected extreme wildfire
behavior. | knew not to try to quantify key aspects other than climate change in my research
because it would dilute the story that prestigious journals like Nature and its rival, Science,
want to tell," wrote Brown, co-director of the climate and energy team at the Breakthrough
Institute, in Berkeley.

Brown also wrote that he'd selected a metric and timeframe to study that weren't the most
useful but generated the largest numbers quantifying the impact of climate change.

Brown wrote that the study didn't look at poor forest management and other factors that are
just as, if not more, important to fire behavior because *'| knew that it would detract from the
clean narrative centered on the negative impact of climate change and thus decrease the

odds that the paper would pass muster with Nature's editors and reviewers." He added such

bias in climate science "misinforms the public” and "makes practical solutions more difficult
to achieve."
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A sweeping federal court ruling in 1991 closed
much of the Northwest woods to logging.




Thirtymile Fire 2001
JOHN N. MACLEAN

Author of Fire on the Mountain
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“PITILESSLY (OMPELLING, THE SORT OF SAGA DEVOURED
IN ONE HORRIFIED SITTING." ~ NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC ADVENTURE

A CHRONICLE OF IRE
BRAVERY AND BETRAYAL
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Thirtymile Fire 2001
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Thirtymile Fire 2001
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U.S. Forest Service &
Department of the Interior (2010)

In 2010, working with the Department of the Interior, the Forest Service engaged the entire wildland fire
community in developing a joint long-term National Cohesive Wildland Fire Management Strateqgy. We
brought together federal, tribal, state, and local governments and nongovernmental organizations to
develop a shared national approach—a national blueprint for building synergies in wildland fire
management. Our strategy has three main goals:

1. Restore fire-adapted natural communities.

2. Create fire-adapted human communities by treating fuels in the wildland/urban interface and by
helping people adopt planning and building practices that make homes and communities safer

from wildfire.

3. Make safe, effective, risk-based wildfire management decisions. Many of America’s landscapes
evolved with fire; sooner or later, they will burn. Fire protection requires an appropriate
response to wildfire—not only suppression, but also, where safe and beneficial, the use of fire

for management purposes. We need to learn to live with fire.
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Acres Burned Annually in United States Wildfires
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Source: NIFC (National Interagency Fire Center, Boise, Idaho)



Record Heat/Drought & the U.S. "Dust Bowl"
1930-1941
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Number of Fires and Acres Burned, United States, 1926-2020
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Acres Burned Annually in United States Wildfires

Total Wildfire Acres, U.S. 1985-2020 (except Alaska
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ALL THE DATA 1926-2020

NIFC U.S. Wildfires Total Acreage Burned with Trend Line
Entire Dataset 1926-2020

National Interagency Fire Center

TTTTTTT

4E+T
-

[0

=

£

=1

0 3E+7 |-

w

m

Downward Trend in
Total Acres Burned

FHlm .

(NIFC) hides data prior to 1983 -
turning a downward trend
into an upwards trend

CHERRY PICKED DATA 1983-2020
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.. the study didn't look at poor forest
management and other factors that are
Jjust as, if not more, important to fire
behavior because | knew that it would
detract from the clean narrative centered
on the negative impact of climate change
and thus decrease the odds that the paper
would pass muster with Nature's editors
and reviewers.”



Total Wildfire Acres, U.S. 1985-2020 (except Alaska)
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Record Heat/Drought & the U.S. "Dust Bowl"
1930-1941
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0.8 - UAH Satellite-Based
0.7 - Temperature of the
0.6 - Global Lower Atmosphere
g-i y (Version 6.0)

Running, centered
13-month average

T Departure from '91-'20 Avg. (deg. C)
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Recent trends in wildfires in the US: Severity

Wildfire severity in the US 1984-2014
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Avoid panic, practice sound and sustainable forest
management, educate the public, and maintain
vigilance for fires near valued resources.

“Fire I1Is a wonderful servant,
but a terrible master.”
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